
 

 

MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16th October at 6.45pm 
at the Town Hall 

 
Present: Mr R Tizzard (Chair), Mr R Douglas, Mr J Oldham, Mr C Laughton, Mr J Edmonds, 
Mr T Campbell and Mr M Ritchie 
 
Also Present: Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk 
 
Public Question and Comment Time  
 

There were no members of the public in attendance.  However, Melanie Chiswell from 

Rockpool Public Relations and Phil Holdcroft from Landmark Estates were present 

representing the Co-Op regarding agenda item 4. 

1. Apologies for Absence: Received from District Councillor Sarah Dyke. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest: Received from Mr Douglas, agenda item 4, resident of 

Gainsborough 

 

3. Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 18th September 

2018 were approved and signed as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

4. Presentation from Landmark regarding proposed planning application for Co-

Op on land at Gainsborough:  Mr Tizzard welcomed Melanie Chiswell and Phil 

Holdcroft and thanked them for attending the meeting.  Mr Holdcroft explained that 

he was a developer from Landmark Estates and Ms Chiswell the PR representative 

for the Co-Op.  He confirmed that the Co-Op were proposing a new Class A1 store 

on land at Gainsborough adjacent to the doctor’s surgery.  Mr Holdcroft stated that 

the Co-Op were wishing to expand within the village and provided an outlined of the 

planning application and rationale.  He recognised that there were “push and pull” 

factors with all developments and provided a detailed SWOT analysis.  He stated that 

the site was under single ownership, including the service road and is 1.8hectares 

with the proposed shop being 350sqm with increased employment opportunities.  He 

confirmed that a Full Application had already been submitted to South Somerset 

District Council which included a Delivery Management Plan which detailed the types 

of delivery vehicles along with proposed delivery frequencies. 

 

Mr Edmonds commented that he felt the location as a good site for the village and 

that the Co-Op had been in the village for over 50 years. 

 

Mr Ritchie asked whether the impact on the filling station had been considered.   

 

Mr Oldham stated that following a recent survey it was identified that for some people 

in the village the Co-Op was their only means of shopping.  He expressed concerns 

that the proposed site was not within the centre of the village and for those that didn’t 

have transport it could have a negative impact.  He asked whether the Co-Op had 

considered other sites within the village including the proposed development by 

Redcliffe Homes.  Ms Chiswell responded that the Co-Op has a model policy 

regarding new shops and their sizes and that the size proposed by Redcliffe Homes 

was half the size that the Co-Op require for viability and the Co-Op model specifics 



 

 

dictate what land is viable for potential development.  Mr Oldham commented that he 

had spoken to Redcliffe Homes and they were willing to increase the size of the 

proposed shop and would welcome a discussion with the Co-Op.  Mr Holdcroft 

responded that despite planning statements being made within the Redcliffe Homes 

development he would like to categorically state that Redcliffe Homes had not made 

any contact with the Co-Op directly and at senior level. 

 

Mr Campbell suggested that footfall for the new proposed shop may be good as 

people may shop while visiting the doctor’s surgery.  Ms Chiswell commented that 

the Co-Op are amenable to working with local transport providers to help transport 

the elderly to their shops.  Mr Holdcroft commented that it appeared the dynamics of 

the village were changing.  Mr Campbell raised concern that the shop may have on 

the local newsagent. 

 

The Clerk asked whether the proposed shop would have an outside cash point and 

toilet facilities as these were both desperately needed within the village and the 

toilets could be used by the adjacent play area users.  Mr Holdcroft responded that 

the planned cash point would be inside the building and that no public toilets were 

currently within the scheme but that he would follow up on both points. 

 

Mr Tizzard concluded the discussion by thanking Mr Holdcroft and Ms Chiswell for 

attending and asked for a copy of the presentation. 

 

5. The following Tree Works application was due to be considered but the application 

was withdrawn: 

 

18/03138/TPO Application to carry out tree works to 3x Sycamore Trees within Tree 

Preservation Order YDC (Milborne Port No.1) 1976 Confirmed 16.06.76 

10 Gainsborough 

Application Withdrawn 

 

6. Another Other Planning Updates: Mr Tizzard reported he had circulated an email 

regarding SSDC HELAA and requested this be put on the next Full Council agenda.  

He confirmed that the valuation for land at Springfield Road had been received and 

that this would also be on the next Full Council agenda.  He reported that following 

the Area East Committee meeting the Redcliffe Homes application had been refused 

and referred to the Regulatory Committee which would meet in 

November/December.  He commented that he felt the Parish Council should again 

write to the planning department and Redcliffe Homes that there was clear evidence 

for demand within the village for a shop of 350sqm and that this should be 

considered as the current village shop was insufficient.  To conclude, Mr Tizzard 

reported that he and the Clerk had attended a meeting with Lynda Pincombe from 

SSDC to discuss CIL and S106 and that a paper would be forthcoming. 

 

7. The date of the next Planning Committee Meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 20th 
November 2018. 

 
 
  
 


