
MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st July 2015 at 7.30pm at the Town 

Hall 

Present: Mrs P Alexander (Chair), Mr M Ritchie, Mr J Oldham, Mr R Biss, Mrs M Lock, Mr P Lock, Mr J 

Edmonds, Mr T Watts, Mrs B Birch, Mr I Stephenson and Mr R Lockey 

Also Present: District Councillor Sarah Dyke-Bracher,   County Councillor William Wallace 

            Emma Curtis – Clerk 

Public Question Time 

There were two members of the public in attendance, present in connection with agenda item 11.2 

and planning application number 15/02951/FUL.  Mr Bourne the owner of the property explained 

the application was for change of use to storage and office space for his sporting events and tourism 

business.  Mrs Alexander thanked Mr Bourne for his explanation and invited them to stay for the 

remainder of the meeting but informed them they would not be able to comment while the 

application was being considered. 

Receive any reports from County Councillor William Wallace, District Councillor Sarah Dyke-

Bracher and PCSO Thelma Mead 

District Councillor Sarah Dyke-Bracher – Councillor Dyke-Bracher commented that following Mr 

Watts questions at the last meeting regarding clarification of the Gainsborough planning application 

being refused, she had received clarification on the issue should Mr Watts or anyone else require 

explanation. 

Councillor Dyke-Bracher confirmed she had followed up the request from Jean Bush at the previous 

meeting asking for larger recycling bins stating that Somerset Waste Partnership had no intention to 

change the current recycling bins with wheelie bins. 

Councillor Dyke-Bracher informed the meeting that free business start up sessions were being held 

on Wednesday 22nd July 2015 in Wincanton and if these were successful she would push for further 

dates. 

Councillor Dyke-Bracher concluded by detailing some forthcoming meetings she would be attending 

with Area East as well as the Chairman and Clerk of the Parish Council.  She gave information on 

various grants available to local businesses to help with project costs and increase employment in 

Milborne Port and that she would commence surgeries after the summer holidays. 

Mr Watts questioned the initiatives aimed to increase employment when there was no designated 

employment land in Milborne Port although 2 hectares were identified in the Local Plan.  Mr Watts 

stated he felt that the 2 hectares were needed in Milborne Port near to the A30.  Mr Lock replied 

asking what information and data Mr Watts had on the need for employment within the village as 

the Parish Plan showed no need and Mrs Lock stated that the perfect site for industrial units would 

have been the Wheathill Nurseries Site which was owned by Mr Watts and sold for residential 

development.  Mr Watts replied that pre-planning discussions, which included proposals for a new 



garden centre and shop, with SSDC had taken place and that response was very negative.   Mr 

Lockey commented that businesses had been lost from Milborne Port due to lack of industrial units.   

County Councillor William Wallace – Councillor Wallace passed on his best wishes from the former 

District Councillor Lucy Wallace and passed his best wishes and luck on to Councillor Dyke-Bracher.  

Councillor Wallace commented that he and Councillor Dyke-Bracher would be working together and 

supporting each other and that work at Parish Council level was not political. 

Councillor Wallace stated that the County Council are under extreme pressure to maintain standards 

while having to cope with reduced grants.  However, there would be funds again in 

August/September available from the Health and Wellbeing Grant and Councillor Wallace requested 

any ideas on how this may be spent be passed on to him.   

PCSO Thelma Mead – PCSO Mead was not in attendance but the Clerk read a brief report emailed to 

her with crime statistics from May 2015. 

1. Apologies for Absence – Received from PCSO Thelma Mead, Mr C Laughton and Mrs R 

Douglas.  Mrs Alexander read a letter from Mrs Douglas tendering her resignation from the 

Parish Council with immediate effect due to ill health.  Mrs Alexander passed a card around 

for Councillors to sign from the Parish Council and confirmed that a new member would be 

co-opted at the August 2015 meeting. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest – Received from Mr Watts, agenda item 11.2 application number 

15/02635/FUL, neighbour and previous land owner 

 

3. Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th June 2015 were agreed 

and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting 

 

4. Actions from the last meeting 

The Action List was discussed and any “Open” tasks were bought up to date.  The Clerk was 

asked to update the Action List for the next meeting and attach to the next agenda. 

Action – Clerk to update Action List and remove any “Closed” tasks and add any new tasks. 

 

5. Parish Council Newsletter and Communications 

Mr Oldham expressed his concern that few members of the public attended Parish Council 

meetings and thought it would be a good idea to improve Parish Council communications by 

publicising items from each meeting in a less formal way from the minutes.  It was agreed by 

all that at the end of each meeting specific items from the meeting would be chosen in order 

to make a narrative article which will be placed on notice boards, website, Facebook page 

and parish magazine.  Mrs Birch also expressed her concern that poor communication was a 

major issue for the Parish Council.  Mr Oldham confirmed he was happy to lead this with 

support from others.   Mr Oldham commented that he felt that as the community website 

was funded by the Parish Council it should now be evolved.  It was agreed to add this item to 

the August agenda. 

Action – Chosen items to be publicised in a less formal way after each meeting and Clerk 



to add the community website to the August 2015 agenda. 

 

6. Notification of  Designation Application for War Memorial in the Churchyard of St John the 

Evangelist 

The Clerk gave information from Historic England regarding their intention to list the War 

Memorial in the Churchyard of St John the Evangelist.  The Clerk confirmed she had passed 

on any feedback from Parish Councillors to Historic England. 

 

7. Discuss possible transfer of Speed Indication Devices (SIDS) to the Parish Council 

A long discussion took place as to whether it was worthwhile for the Parish Council to take 

on the ownership of the SIDS currently used twice yearly in the village.  The pros and cons 

were weighed up and Mr Lockey proposed the Parish Council get a confirmed cost to 

purchase the SIDS before a decision was reached.  This was seconded by Mr Watts and 

agreed by all. 

Action – The Clerk to gather exact costing information in order for a decision to be made. 

 

8. Dog mess along Parish footpaths, new dog waste bins and Waste Transfer Agreement 

The Clerk informed the Council about an email from Eve Wynn, Rights of Way Officer about 

the amount of dog mess along the Parish Council footpaths and had suggested that the 

Parish Council purchase some dog waste bins to place along the footpaths.  This email was 

copied to Lynette Osment, Dog Warden and Enforcement Officer who confirmed that SSDC 

would not empty any new bins purchased and once again asked for a copy of the Parish 

Council’s Waste Transfer Agreement for the dog waste bins in the Playing Fields stating that 

if this was not received as soon as possible, enforcement proceedings would commence.  

The Clerk then explained, for the benefit of new Councillors, that last year, against advice, 

the Parish Council had purchased six new dog waste bins and installed them at the Playing 

Fields after being told that SSDC would not empty them and that a Waste Transfer 

Agreement would be needed, which the Parish Council were unable to gain.  Due to the 

ongoing nature of this issue, it was agreed that Mrs Alexander and Councillor Dyke-Bracher 

would meeting with Lynette Osment in order to resolve this issue.  The Clerk confirmed she 

had received a couple of quotes from companies who would empty the bins and that other 

Parish Council’s were having the same issue.  Mr Lockey proposed that in the interim, until 

the issue was resolved, that the bins at the Playing Fields should be decommissioned and 

removed.  This was seconded by Mr Watts and Mrs Alexander confirmed she would ask the 

Handyman to complete this task and inform the Playing Fields Committee. 

Action – Mrs Alexander and Councillor Dyke-Bracher to meet with Lynette Osment, Mrs 

Alexander to ask the Handyman to remove the bins and inform the Playing Fields 

Committee of the ongoing issue. 

 

9. Cemetery Chapel and store rooms 

Mrs Lock explained that the Cemetery Chapel was not currently used and was full of rubbish 

and junk.  Mrs Lock explained she felt it would be a good idea to clear out the Chapel and 

put it to good use as a shelter for funerals and also for storage in the store rooms.  The Vicar 

had been consulted and felt that this was a good idea.  Mrs Lock asked for approval for a 

skip to be hired to clear out the Chapel, which was seconded by Mr Lockey and agreed by all.  



However, it was noted that ownership of items should be identified prior to clearing and 

that this would be publicised prior to a clear out.  A date was given of 31st August 2015 for 

owners to claim their belongings.  Mrs Alexander confirmed she would notify the Spirit of 

Milborne Port, Playing Fields Committee and Village Hall of this clear out and it would be 

advertised on the community website. 

Action – Clerk to gain quotations for a skip, Mrs Alexander to notify those organisations 

identified and Mr Oldham to publicise on community website.   

 

10. Update on Highways issues following meeting with Colin Fletcher and discuss requirement 

for extra white lines around the village 

It was agreed to postpone this agenda item until the next meeting in August 2015 as Mr 

Laughton was absent from the meeting.  However, Mrs Birch expressed her concern about 

dangerous areas in the village not having white lines.  Mr Lock suggested as Mr Laughton 

was leading this project for Mrs Birch to email Mr Laughton with areas of concern. 

Action – Clerk to add to next month’s agenda and Mrs Birch to email Mr Laughton 

 

11. Planning 

 

11.1 The following Notification of Enforcement Appeal Receipt was noted: 

 

Cross Cottage, North Street 

Appeal Ref: APP/R3325/C/15/3049303 

 

11.2 The following Planning Applications were considered: 

 

15/02635/FUL Proposed residential development of 6no. dwellings (plot 29-32, 37 and 38) 

in place of 4no. approved dwellings (ref:14/03724/FUL) together with the formation of car 

parking vehicular and pedestrian access 

Land At Wheathill Nurseries, Wheathill Lane 

No Objection 

 

15/02951/FUL Carry out alterations and conversion of agricultural building to residential 

and business use 

Land OS 6540, Seven Wells, Down Farm, Corton Denham 

No Objection 

 

11.3 The following Planning Application, not in our Parish but adjacent too, was considered: 

 

15/02718/FUL Construction of Photovoltaic Park with associated equipment including 

access track and cable route 

Land OS 0032, Bowden Lane, Henstridge 

No Objection to this particular application, however, the Clerk was asked to write to the 

Planning Department at SSDC and express their concern about the amount of proposed 

Photovoltaic Park’s in a close proximity to each other and the visual impact and potential 

loss of visual amenity. 



 

11.4 The following Planning Approvals were noted: 

15/02369/FUL The erection of a triple garage 

Bazzleways, Station Road 

 

15/02472/FUL Erection of a small wooden summerhouse to the rear of the property 

adjacent to a 2.9m stone wall 

Garden Cottage, Southcombe Gardens 

 

15/02372/OUT Outline planning for the erection of a single detached dwelling with 

vehicular access with some matters reserved 

Land At Nursery House, Wheathill Lane 

 

11.5 The following Planning Refusal was noted: 

 

15/02375/FUL The erection of a conservatory on south elevation 

South Brook, South Street 

 

12. Finance 

 

12.1 The following Payments were approved: 

 

Wessex Water – Town Hall     £56.06 

Wessex Water – Allotments     £66.33 

Midwest Office Supplies – Cleaning supplies   £114.86 

Emma Curtis – Burial fees 5 x plots    £80.00 

KM Dike – Grounds maintenance contract   £987.08 

Steve Davis – Handyman     £473.80 

Emma Curtis – Petty cash     £50.00 

Bernie Perry      £174.38 

WS Retail      £33.50 

 

12.2 The following Direct Debits were noted: 

 

BT       £117.91 

Plusnet Broadband     £9.99 

 

At the close of the meeting it was agreed that the following items would be publicised and  

communicated to the public: 

• Listing of the War Memorial 

• Dog mess issues 

• Cemetery chapel clear out 

 

13. The date of the next Full Council Meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 18th August 2015 


