
 

 

MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 5th September 2017 at 

7pm at the Town Hall 

Present: Mr J Oldham (Chair), Mr M Ritchie, Mr G Crudgington, Mr R Lockey, Mr C 

Laughton, Mrs A Flynn, Mrs M Lock, Mr T Watts, Mr P Lock, Mr R Douglas and Mr J 

Edmonds 

Also Present: County Councillor William Wallace 

                        Emma Curtis – Parish Clerk 

Public Question Time 

There were seven members of the public present. 

A lady questioned a recent article in the Parish Magazine asking what jurisdiction and control 

the Parish Council had over planning applications.  Mr Oldham explained that the Parish 

Council were consultees and had no decision-making power as this lay with SSDC.  

Councillor Wallace commented that SSDC take comments made by Parish Council’s very 

seriously and comments of public local opinion and if Councillors did not agree with an 

officer’s decision the application was taken to Area East Committee.  Mrs Flynn stated that 

although the Parish Council do not have specific powers they know the area extremely well 

and can therefore provide sound feedback on applications.  Mr Oldham responded that the 

Parish Council make sensible comments which they believe represent the whole community.  

Mr Watts mentioned that he felt the percentage of 30% of applications which go against the 

planning officer’s decision was rather high and asked Councillor Wallace what percentage of 

these decisions were overturned.  Councillor Wallace responded that most applications do 

not go to appeal and that the 30%-35% was the average throughout the whole of Somerset. 

A gentleman asked if the recent response to Redcliffe Homes from the Parish Council was to 

be made public.  The Clerk confirmed that there was no reason why this shouldn’t be.  It was 

agreed to email the copy to the gentleman and publish on the website. 

Mr Crudgington concluded Public Question Time by asking what the role of the County 

Council was. 

Receive any reports from County Councillor William Wallace, District Councillor Sarah 

Dyke and Parish Councillors 

County Councillor William Wallace – Councillor Wallace reported that he had attended a 

Small Improvement Scheme (SIS) briefing at County Hall and had the application form ready 

for completion regarding the proposed crossing at Crackmore.  Councillor Wallace explained 

the application process and points which needed to be covered in the application form.  

Councillor Wallace requested a meeting with the Clerk and designated Councillor to 

complete the form.  Mr Laughton volunteered to attend the meeting and the Clerk was asked 

to arrange a date.  Councillor Wallace explained the public consultation process and 

explained that if financial support could be sourced from other resources such as S106 

funding it would greatly assist the application.  It was queried when the work was likely to 

commence on the Land at Gainsborough and the Clerk was requested to try and find out 

when works would begin. 



 

 

Action – Clerk to arrange meeting with Councillor Wallace and Mr Laughton and to 

seek Gainsborough land commencement date 

District Councillor Sarah Dyke – No report received 

Mr Laughton – Asked the Clerk to chase up Highways on a date for gulley clearing and find 

out when the signpost near Ven House was being repaired. 

Action – Clerk to contact Highways for gulley clearing date and signpost repairs 

Mr Lockey – Commented that a vase had been damaged again at the cemetery due to 

carelessness whilst grass cutting.  He also reported that a lot of grass cuttings were being 

left at the Playing Fields.  Mrs Flynn commented that not all the grass had been cut at the 

Gainsborough Play Area.  The Clerk was requested to discuss this with the contractor. 

Action – Clerk to contact K M Dike Nurseries regarding grass cutting issues. 

1. Apologies for Absence: Received from Mr R Biss, Mr M Lancaster and District 

Councillor Sarah Dyke.  Reasons for absence were approved. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest: Mrs Flynn agenda item 16.2, payment to Milborne Port 

Computer, family company and agenda item 6.2, planning application at 72 Bauntons 

Orchard, neighbour.  Mr R Douglas, agenda item 13, lives in conservation area. 

 

3. Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st August 2017 

were approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

4. Circulation of the draft Planning, Finance and HR Committees Minutes dated 

Tuesday 15th August 2017 was noted. 

 

5. Review and update Action List: The Action List was reviewed in detail, with most 

items being completed and closed.  The Clerk was requested to update and circulate 

the Action List following the meeting. 

 

6. Planning 

6.1 The following Planning Application was considered: 

 

17/03060/FUL The erection of a replacement conservatory 

Keepers Lodge, 98 Brook Street 

No Objections 

       6.2 The following Amended Planning Application was considered: 

 

             17/02510/FUL Extension and alterations 

             72 Bauntons Orchard 

  No Objections  

 

 



 

 

       7. Consider motion to terminate dog bin emptying contract with Pet Waste  

 Solutions and transfer to SSDC Streetscene: Mrs Flynn and the Clerk relayed  

 to Councillors recent issues which had been occurring with the current contractor in  

 regard to the bin along the Newtown footpath.  They informed Council that SSDC had  

 stepped in to assist at short notice and had been providing the emptying and  

 cleansing service free of charge for a few weeks.  Mrs Flynn proposed the contract 

 with Pet Waste Solutions was terminated and a contract commenced with SSDC.   

 This was seconded by Mr Lock and Councillors voted unanimously to instigate 

 a contract with SSDC.  It was therefore resolved to terminate the contract with Pet  

 Waste Solutions and commence with SSDC.  The Clerk was requested to gain a  

 contract and waste transfer agreement from SSDC for £212 per month. 

 Action – Clerk to terminate contract with Pet Waste Solutions, begin contract        

 with SSDC and request contract and waste transfer agreement. 

8. Consider purchase of dog waste bin for installation at Station Copse and 

rubbish bin for Gainsborough Play Area/Skate Park: A discussion took place 

surrounding the benefits the new bins would bring to both areas.  The Clerk 

confirmed that SSDC had confirmed they would empty the bins.  Mr Lockey proposed 

that both bins were purchased, this was seconded by Mr Lock and all voted in favour, 

therefore it was resolved to purchase both bins. 

Action – Clerk to order dog waste bin and litter bin 

 

9. Consider Parish Council taking on responsibility for village litter picks: Village 

litter picks were discussed in detail with Mr Lock and Mrs Flynn sharing their 

experience of them.  It was resolved to add as an agenda item at the next Open 

Spaces and Footpaths Committee to discuss in further detail.  In the meantime, it 

was resolved to advertise for volunteers within the village who may wish to be 

involved with the litter picking project. 

Action – Clerk to add to Open Spaces and Footpaths Committee agenda and 

advertise for volunteers in the parish magazine, website and noticeboards. 

 

10. Consider tree works on trees adjacent to Church Place: Councillors considered 

recommendations from the SSDC Arborist and MPPC volunteer tree warden.  It was 

felt that the work required could be undertaken by the village ranger providing he had 

the correct equipment.  It was resolved to go ahead with the work and for Mr Lock to 

discuss with the ranger and residents of Church Place. 

Action – Mr Lock to discuss with ranger and contact residents at Church Place 

 

11. Consider motion for Parish Council to purchase commercial building on North 

Street: Mr Crudgington referred Councillors to the paper circulated prior to the 

meeting with his proposal and suggestions for use of the building.  This was 

considered in detail by the Council.  Mrs Lock commented that a lot of the services 

listed in the proposal were already available within the village and Mr Watts felt that 

raising money to purchase the building would be a huge undertaking when there 

were plenty of facilities under used in the village such as the Village Hall, Church 

House and the Town Hall.  Mr Crudgington proposed that the Council raise funds to 

purchase the building.  The proposal was not seconded; therefore, the motion did not 

carry. 



 

 

12. Consider motion to dispose of chairs more than occupancy limit in the Council 

Chamber: Mr Oldham informed Councillors that the fire safety occupancy limit for the 

Council Chamber was 50 and that the Council were in possession of many excess 

chairs.  Mr Lockey suggested the school may be able to use the spare chairs or 

perhaps the Spirit of Milborne Port for events and that the Council should seek to 

pass them on if they could be used elsewhere.  Mr Watts commented that he was 

against the proposal and that the chairs could simply be moved to another location.  

Mr Oldham proposed that the chairs were disposed of, this was seconded by Mr 

Duckworth, with all members in favour bar Mr Watts.  Therefore, the motion was 

carried and it was resolved to dispose of the excess chairs. 

Action – Dispose of chairs buy try and donate elsewhere 

 

13. Consider information received from SSDC regarding review of Milborne Port’s 

Conservation area: The Council considered in detail the maps and information 

provided by the SSDC Conservation team regarding the review of Milborne Port’s 

Conservation areas.  Mr Crudgington commented he had issues with the 

conservation team at SSDC and questioned their responsibility of the area.  

Members raised some queries and questions regarding the amendments proposed, it 

was therefore agreed to ask the Conservation Officer at SSDC to attend the next 

meeting to present, explain the proposed changes and answer questions. 

Action – Clerk to contact the Conservation Team at SSDC and invite them to 

the next meeting 

 

14. Consider options to reduce vandalism and littering at Gainsborough Play Area 

after recent events and complaints from residents: The Clerk informed Council 

she had received several complaints over the summer regarding littering and 

vandalism at the Gainsborough Play Area including a broken picnic bench.  A 

discussion ensued and all agreed with was difficult to control and prevent these acts 

of antisocial behaviour but that the new bin when installed would help. The Clerk 

suggested she contact Wincanton Police for some advice which was supported and 

Mrs Flynn recommend the Council start a campaign such as “Respect Your Park” 

and advertise on the website, Facebook page, noticeboards and around the play 

areas.  All supported this idea.  Mrs Flynn confirmed that a date for the new swings 

and surfacing had been set for October. 

Action – Clerk to contact Wincanton Police Station and commence Respect 

Your Park campaign 

 

15. Consider adding planning information document to website: Mr Oldham referred 

Councillors to the document he had prepared concerning the planning application 

process and the Parish Council’s role within that process explaining that due to some 

public misunderstanding of planning procedures suggested the document be put on 

the website.  Mr Oldham proposed the document was adopted and be placed on the 

website.  This was seconded by Mr Lockey and all voted unanimously to support the 

motion.  The motion was therefore resolved. 

Action – Mr Oldham to place document on website and Parish Magazine and 

Clerk to place on Facebook page and noticeboards. 

 

 



 

 

16. Finance 

 

16.1 Councillors confirmed receipt of the current Financial Statements dated 31st July 

2017.  No queries were raised. 

 

16.2 The following Payments were approved: 

 

Fireline Ltd – Fire safety inspection Inv: 52170   £207.28 

Mr P Lock – Reimbursement for paint supplies   £104.44 

SSE – Town Hall Electricity Inv: 3516611520010   £104.88 

Pet Waste Solutions – Dog bin emptying Inv: 1607  £182.00 

SSDC – Ranger labour Inv: 0600033102    £74.80 

Emma Curtis – Petty Cash      £50.00 

K M Dike Nurseries – Grounds maintenance Inv: 189  £1,006.82 

Mrs E Francis – Temporary Town Hall Cleaner   £40.00 

Mr S Davis – Handyman Inv: 49     £448.00 

SSDC – Ranger labour Inv: 0600003390    £830.28 

K M Dike Nurseries – Grounds maintenance Inv: 201  £1,006.82 

Milborne Port Computers – Backup Inv: 12722   £48.00 

       16.3 The following Direct Debit was noted: 

 

    BT – Mobile Phone        £18.00 

      16.4 A letter to Barclays Bank transferring £20,000 from the Business Account to  

  Community Account was approved and signed. 

       17. Correspondence 

       17.1 The following Correspondence was considered: 

• Email from resident regarding parking issues in Milborne Port – dealt with by 

the Clerk and Highways 

• Email from resident regarding Parish Council meeting proceedings – 

responded to by the Clerk with a further response requested following the 

meeting. 

• Email from SSDC regarding Artificial Grass Pitches – agreed to forward to the 

Football Club and Playing Fields Management Committee for consideration 

• Email from resident regarding dog signage at the playing fields – agreed for 

Clerk to liaise with dog warden and place further signage in the car park 

• Email from resident regarding Councillor behaviour – noted 

      17.2 Note the following Correspondence: 

• Email from Somerset Rivers Authority End of Year Report. 

 

18. Newsletter and Communications: It was agreed to publicise parking within the 

village, antisocial behaviour such as dog fouling, littering and vandalism at 

Gainsborough Play Area, the new surfacing and swings at Gainsborough Play Area, 



 

 

disposal of chairs from the Council Chamber, the Parish Council’s response to 

Redcliffe Homes and information regarding the review of the Conservation Area. 

 

19. The date of the next Full Parish Council Meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 3rd 

October 2017. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


