
MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 21
st

 October 2014 AT THE 

TOWN HALL AT 7.30PM 

Present: Mr J Farley (Chairman), Mr M Ritchie, Mrs R Douglas, Mr R Biss, Mr E Davis, Mr J Edmonds, 

Mrs M Lock, Mr C Laughton, Mrs S Shingleton, Mrs P Alexander, Mr R Lockey and Mrs W House 

Also Present: County Councillor William Wallace 

            District Councillor Lucy Wallace 

            Emma Curtis – Clerk 

Public Question Time 

There were five members of the public present. 

One lady, a resident of Wheathill Lane expressed her concern about the roads of Wheathill Lane and 

Wheathill Way being horrendous and unsafe, particularly with children playing outside.  She 

questioned whether the road could be widened or the entrance improved.  Mr Farley replied that 

these comments had been made on both the planning applications for Wheathill Lane and that 

Highways were involved.  He also confirmed that Colin Fletcher had met with residents to discuss 

their concerns and that a new white line had been placed down the road.  Mr Lockey commented 

that although the road is not wide enough for two vehicles, there is no scope for it to be widened 

with private field’s one side and a bungalow the other.  The lady also questioned the parking of cars 

on kerbs, which is prohibited, and she was informed the Clerk would report this to the PCSO. 

A gentleman expressed his concerns about the danger of children crossing the A30 at Gainsborough 

and Crackmore first thing in the morning and asked if there was any proposition for management of 

this.  Mr Farley replied that on the recent planning application for Gainsborough the Parish Council 

had voiced their concerns and requests for road and traffic improvements on this junction.  Mrs 

House questioned the proposed position of the new crossing if the planning were granted and Mr 

Ritchie mentioned a pedestrian controlled crossing in Ludwell which worked effectively and could be 

implemented.  The Clerk confirmed she would bring all these concerns, once again, to Highways.   

Mrs Lock informed the public that although the Parish Council voice their concerns and comments to 

SSDC it was also important for the public to address the District and County Council directly. 

Mrs Mead of Wheathill Way said that the new line on Wheathill Lane needed to be completed and 

carried to the end of the road and that new signs showing “Children at Play” had not yet been 

erected and in her opinion needed to be up before construction work commenced.  The Clerk 

confirmed she would chase this up.  She expressed her disapproval of the proposed building site 

entrance being through Wheathill Way and felt that it should be from Wheathill Lane and that a one 

way advisory system should be implemented.  Mrs Mead commented that although the flats at the 

Wheathill Nursery site had been moved around on amended plans, the height of the building was 

the same.   

A man from Station Road explained that he felt the amended plans for Roofview, Station Road, were 

very imposing and that for a domestic garage the size of the plans, with its pitched roof were far too 



large for the site.  Councillor Lucy Wallace replied that she was going to seek that these plans were 

passed to the Area East Committee for decision. 

Mrs House concluded Public Question Time with her concern for the road surface on London Road 

breaking up.  Mr Laughton commented that it appeared the road had been patched up with the 

wrong tarmac.  The Clerk said would contact Highways regarding this matter. 

Receive any reports from District Councillor Lucy Wallace, County Councillor William Wallace and 

PCSO Thelma Mead 

District Councillor Lucy Wallace – No report received 

County Councillor William Wallace – Councillor Wallace felt that an advisory one way system down 

Wheathill Way would be a good idea and would voice this to Highways.  He asked the Parish Council 

if he could help with funding, in the next financial year, for highways improvements at the junction 

of Gainsborough and Crackmore.  The Parish Council agreed unanimously that this would be a 

wonderful idea to improve the safety of children crossing the road to reach their bus stop.  

Councillor Wallace finalised by saying he had £400 left from the Health and Wellbeing Grant and he 

would be happy to use this in Milborne Port at the Playing Fields.  Mr Davis is to give the details to 

the Clerk and the Clerk is to pass these to Councillor Wallace by November. 

1. Apologies for Absence: Received from Mr R Duckworth and PCSO Thelma Mead 

2. Declarations of Interest: Received from Mr C Laughton and Mr E Davis, agenda item 9.2, 

Cross Cottage, North Street, Chairman and President of neighbour Sports and Social Club 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 16
th

 September 2014 were agreed as a true and 

accurate record of the meeting 

4. Storage facilities in the Town Hall 

Mrs Lock informed the Council that she had looked in to purchasing storage from Howdens, 

but had concluded that it would be better to purchase proper office type cupboards.  She 

asked the Council if they would prefer wood or metal cupboards, and the Council voted in 

favour of wooden as it would be more in-keeping with the Town Hall.  A brief discussion 

took place as to where to locate the new cupboards and sizes.  Mr Farley asked Mrs Lock 

and Mrs Alexander to get quotations together and bring them to the November meeting, 

and if possible, for the Finance Committee Meeting. 

Action – Mrs Lock and Mrs Alexander to get quotations and the Clerk to add to the 

November agenda 

5. South West in Bloom result 

The Clerk informed the meeting, for those that didn’t know, that the village had won the 

Silver Gilt which was an award up from last year and one away from winning the Gold 

award.  Mr Farley and Mr Lockey congratulated all volunteers who had been involved and 

asked for the Parish Council’s thanks to be passed on to any volunteers not present and 

SSDC.  The location of the certificate and report was questioned, and the Clerk said that she 

had been told it would be either delivered by hand or by post.  The Clerk confirmed she 

would chase this up.  Mrs Alexander mentioned she had been contacted by the Western 



Gazette regarding the award.  Mr Laughton and Mrs Alexander felt it would be nice for a 

plaque to be made showing the award for the year and asked if the Clerk could find out if 

these could be obtained from SWIB directly or whether they would need to get one made. 

Action – Clerk to chase certificate and report and enquire about a plaque. 

6. Consider tenders for the Grounds Maintenance Contract for the next three years 

The Clerk confirmed she had received three quotations from KM Dike Nurseries, SSDC and 

Somerset Landscapes and informed the Council that the cheapest quotation was from KM 

Dike Nurseries.  As the Council were very happy and impressed with the work completed by 

KM Dike over the past few years, Mr Davis proposed, Mr Edmonds seconded, and all voted 

in favour to award the new contract to KM Dike for the next three years. 

Action – Clerk to write to KM Dike Nurseries and award them the contract for the next 

three years. 

7. Discuss draft schedule of works for The Grove, The Ball Court and other outside areas 

Mrs Alexander explained the background to the draft schedule of works explaining that it 

had been inspired by the SWIB group following issues with the current contractor and 

conditions of outdoor areas in the village.  She explained that it was initially a “wish list” and 

that she had met with Chris Cooper and Steve Fox from SSDC to streamline the schedule.  

She confirmed that the schedule had been sent to the handyman, asking for his feedback 

and to check that they would not be treading on his toes and removing any of his work and 

as no response was given, they had taken it that the draft was fine with him.  Mrs Alexander 

ran through the draft detailing some areas and their costings and expressing concern about 

the neglected hanging baskets which had not been maintained correctly this year.  The Clerk 

gave information from SSDC, which was a rough estimate if the Ranger Scheme were to 

complete the work, and the guesstimate was that it would be an extra £1200 a year for the 

Ranger to do the work.  Mr Farley confirmed that the contract could not be let to SSDC 

without other contractors being contacted for a quotation, so it was agreed to receive an 

official quotation from SSDC, KM Dike Nurseries and JK Landscapes but excluding the 

watering of the hanging baskets. 

Action – Clerk to send draft to contractors for quotations and try to get quotations prior to 

the Finance Committee Meeting in November. 

8. Christmas Tree Festival St John’s Church 

The Clerk gave information on the Christmas Tree Festival taking place this year at St John’s 

Church and confirmed that the Parish Council had been approached to enter for £8.50.  

Unfortunately no Parish Council members came forward to volunteer to decorate a tree for 

the event, so the Parish Council will not be entering.  Mr Farley asked that if anyone were to 

change their mind and like to volunteer, to inform the Clerk. 

9. Planning 

9.1 The following Amended Planning Application was considered: 

14/02843/FUL Erection of a detached garage 

Roofview, Station Road 

The proposed building is out of scale with the existing house and the amended 



plans exacerbate this fact.  The amended plans are worse than the original due 

to the size and pitched roof 

9.2 The following Planning Applications were considered: 

 14/04257/COL Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing mixed use of a  

 library (Use Class D1) at ground floor and residential use (Use Class C3) at upper floors 

 Cross Cottage, North Street 

 No Comment 

14/04447/FUL Creation of a new agricultural access 

The Old Cider House, Wick Road 

The gate should be set back a couple of metres, about a vehicle length, and 

have a splay 

9.3 The following Planning Approvals were noted: 

 14/02448/LBC Conversion of an existing commercial property to a 3 bedroom residential  

 dwelling 

 160 North Street 

 14/02447/FUL Conversion of an existing commercial property to a 3 bedroom residential  

 dwelling 

 160 North Street 

 14/03093/FUL Erection of a timber framed conservatory 

 Bybrook, Lower Kingsbury 

 14/03753/FUL Erection of 2 x two-storey and one single storey extensions 

 Moorings, Newtown 

9.4 The following Agricultural Application was considered: 

 14/04239/AGN Erection of an agricultural building to house livestock 

 Land At Crendle Court, London Road 

10. Finance 

10.1 The following Payments were approved: 

 SSDC Business Rates Town Hall      £217.00 

 SSDC Business Rates Cemetery     £473.00 

 Emma Curtis – Burial Fees     £48.00 

 Poppy Appeal       £20.00 

 Playing Fields Committee Grant     £1366.00 

 Emma Curtis – Petty Cash     £50.00 

 KM Dike – Grounds maintenance contract   £967.73 

 KM Dike – Churchyard pathway and car park repairs  £985.61 

 Lifestyle Landscapes       £176.40 



 Nick Dungey – Toilet cleaning     £130.00 

 Southern Electric – Cricket Pavilion    £44.94 

 GB Sport & Leisure      £58.51 

 

10.2 The following Direct Debits were noted: 

 Plusnet Broadband      £9.99 

 BT        £92.09 

11. The date of the next Full Council Meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 18
th

 November 2014. 

 

 

 


