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Full Council 
MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Full Council meeting  

held in The Council Chamber, The Town Hall on:  

Tuesday 3rd March 2020 @ 7:00pm  
 

Present:  
Parish Councillors; Mr Tim Carty (Chairman), Ms Lucy MacArthur, Mr Philip Lock, Mrs Elaine Stewart, 
Mr Tom Campbell, Mr Robert Tizzard, Mr Ted Watts, Mr Joshua Howes, Mr Rob Lockey. 
 
In attendance:  

Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer; Simon Pritchard 

9 Members of the public.  

 

Public comment time: 

 The Chairman of the Village Hall apologised to anyone would had been up to the Village hall to 

give blood last Friday but had found the hall to be closed. That had been let down by a third 

party. The next session is in May. 

 The Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee reported that the Village Hall Committee had 

money left over from the Mineola grant that it had been awarded by the Parish Council and that 

he will work with the Clerk in finding the best solution to this is they didn’t want to be seen to 

be making a massive profit. 

 Both the Chairman and Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee reported that they will be 

standing again for re-election in May, and not stepping down as reported. However, the Village 

Hall Committee needs more volunteers to come forward and help run the facility. The Chairman 

said the Parish Council will help in any way that it can, particularly with publicity.  

 Cllr Watts commented that the ‘Handy Man’ had left a few months ago but no formal thanks had 

been sent to date. Further to this he couldn’t understand why the Council may be paying more 

for the same service. Cllr Lock reported that the internal auditor had been quite clear in his 

reports that all contractors must have a contract and the Council is now complying with that. 

Cllr Tizzard felt it had been unfortunate as he had put in a lot of work over the years and he 

wished the outcome had been different, but the least the Parish Council should offer is a formal 

letter of thanks from the Chairman of the Council. 

Action – Cllr Fletcher 

 

 

Agenda  

Number: 
 

Agenda Item: 

 

1 

 

 

Apologies for Absence:   

Mr Richard Douglas – Work Commitments. Mr Austin Fletcher – Unwell. Mr Clive Laughton 

– Personal Engagement. Mr William Wallace. 
 

 

2 

 
 

 

Declarations of Interest: 

Cllr Lockey declared an interest as Governor of Milborne Port Primary School. The Clerk 

reported that the Council wasn’t making any decisions about giving money to the School in 

today’s meeting. 
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3 

 

Adoption of Minutes: 

 Tuesday 4th February 2020 

 

The Minutes had been previously circulated to Members by email and had been posted 

onto the Council’s website.  

Cllr Watts commented that under item 10 he had said as part of his proposal that quotes 

should be obtained quickly and bought to the next meeting. 

It was proposed by Cllr Stewart to adopt the minutes of Tuesday 4th February 

2020 as a true record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr MacArthur and resolved 

unanimously.   
 

 

 

5 

 

Reports from County Councillor William Wallace & District Councillor 

Sarah Dyke: 

South Somerset District Council (SSDC): Councillor Dyke: 

(No report received)  

 

NB: After the meeting had finished the Clerk found that an email had been sent while the 

meeting had been taking place from Cllr Dyke to apologies that she had been unable to 

make the meeting due to a meeting overrunning in London.  

 

Somerset County Council (SCC): Councillor Wallace: 

(No report received)  

 

 

5 

 

Parish Council Payments: 

A. Payments: 

The Payments schedule had been circulated to Members ahead of the meeting and was 

displayed on the noticeboard and website.  

It was proposed by Cllr Stewart to make the 14 payments listed at a total of 

£4,735.64, seconded by Cllr Lockey and resolved unanimously. 

 

B. Bank Reconciliation: 

The Chairman confirmed that he had checked that the back reconciliation for 

January had been checked and signed by Cllr Fletcher. 

 

C. Budget to Date: 

Councilors Carty & Lockey both commented that they would like to see projected spend 

included as part of the financial reporting. Cllr Lockey offered to assist the Clerk putting 

together such reports, the Clerk said he would be pleased for any extra help. 

Action – The Clerk and Cllr Lockey  

 

 

6 

 

Recommendations from Committees: (None) 

 

 

7 

 

Planning Applications: 

Reference:   20/00328/TPO 

Address:         10 Gainsborough, Milborne Port 

Proposal: Application to carry out Tree Works to Sycamores T24 & T25 as shown 
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within Yeovil District Council (MIPO 1) 1976 Tree Preservation Order. Confirmed 16.06.76 

Members resolved to support the application. 

 

 

8 

 

 

Appointment of New Member to the Committees: 

Cllr Lockey reported that he would be happy to serve on both the Management Committee 

and the Planning and Environment Committee. 

It was proposed by Cllr Tizzard that Cllr Lockey be appointed to the Management 

Committee and the Planning and Environment Committee, seconded by Cllr Watts 

and resolved unanimously.  

 

 

9 

 

Parish Council Grants 2020: 

Cllr Stewart reported to Members that she and Cllr Lock as the two members of the Grants 

Working Group, had looked at the Council’s grants policy and grants application form. The 

recommended updated policy and form had been tabled for members. As part of the good 

governance of the Council it was vital to know what organizations were doing with the 

public grants money before it is awarded. The proposed form and policy where based on 

many other Councils.  

A question was asked that if the Council give the grants out in May, what happens if an 

organisation needs a grant after the money has been allocated, the Clerk responded that 

the Council could still consider supporting the project if money can be identified from 

another budget line that looked like it would underspend. 

The Chairman allowed members of the public to make a few points: 

- Should the form have an indication of the maximum or normal grant size this is 

awarded? 

- Should the total amount of money available for grants be advertised? 

- Concern over the funding periods and if they don’t match that with that of the 

organisation (It was agreed that this can just be noted on the application form).  

Further debate was centred around if the pot should be split and only a percentage 

awarded in May with some awarded later in the year to allow for late applications. It was 

agreed in the end not to split the pot. 

It was acknowledged that enforcing the policy and requiring the information to be provided 

would course some extra work for local organisations but that the Parish Council was 

happy to offer support with this. 

The Clerk had drafted a suggested timetable that applications to the grants pot open the 

very next day and that any completed applications that had been approved by the Grants 

Working Group go to the Annual Meeting of Council in May.   

Members agreed that a few changes should be made to the policy: 

- Wording around the fact that the grant cannot be for general maintenance / 

operating cost to be removed. 

- A further clause to be added that the Parish Council reserves the right to make 

adjustments to the policy at any point in time. 

It was proposed by Cllr Stewart that subject to the agreed changes, that the 

Council adopt the grants application form, policy and timetable, seconded by Cllr 

Lock and resolved with 8 in favour – 1 abstention.  
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Verbal Reports: 

A. Chairman’s report: 

(No report) 

  

B. Clerk’s report: 

 The Clerk reported that he had attended the two-day SLCC conference, this had been 

very useful, and it was much like an intensive two-day training event on lots of 

different local government subjects.  

o GDPR – It was now apparent that while the Council has become almost 

compliant, there were a few more tweaks that were needed to be made. 

o Website Accessibility – This has to be an ongoing prosses and the new rules are 

creating a lot of extra work for Councils. 

o Insurance – had a meeting with the broker and as the Parish Councils current 

deal runs out this year six new quoits will be obtained, 3 one-year deals, 3 

three-year deals. 

 The Cemetery: Having been very busy at the end of 2019, it had been quite in January 

and February with no activity, however there was already four bookings for March.  

 Clerk’s Holiday: The Clerk reported that he will be on holiday for the last two weeks of 

March.  

 Neighborhood Plan: Email confirmation had been received that the Grant money for the 

NP has been paid into the Councils bank account. 

 The Cemetery: The Clerk reported that it should be noted that his formal thanks is 

given to John Oldham for his help with the cemetery excel files. The Clerk inherited 

multiple excel spreadsheets in relation to the cemetery and it wasn’t clear which one 

had been updated and it was all a bit of a mess. Mr Oldham had spent hours going over 

and comparing all the files and bringing them all into one spreadsheet. Where 

anomalies had been found, the Clerk had been through the books to make sure the 

spreadsheets had the correct data. By the end of this process, this will have taken up a 

massive amount of time but has been given a high priority and has led to the creation 

of a cemetery map whereas before no such thing has existed for Section C of the site. 

  

C. Reports from Outside Organizations: 

 Market Town Investment Group: Cllr Carty reported that the Market town 

Investment Group has grant funding available for two annual events per member town. 

Obvious events would be the summer fair and the Christmas lights events. Members 

were happy for Cllr Carty to see if he could obtain funding for these two events from 

the group. 

 Market Town Investment Group: Cllr Carty reported that this group also has some 

match funding available for between £5,000 and £10,000 for town center projects.  

 

D. Reports from Parish Council Committees: 

 Parking & Traffic Working Group: A meeting has now been held with the local 

Highways Officer from SCC. He has confirmed that there is no limit to the number of 

double yellow lines a parish can have. With regards to 30 MPH speed limit repeaters 

asked for in North Street, this is not possible as the road has street lighting, therefore 

this is the indication to drivers that it’s a 30MPH speed limit. SCC Highways will look to 

install a further post for the SID to be mounted on around Bazzleways on Station Road. 

 S.I.D: Cllr Lock reported that it was becoming apparent in some areas that having a 

SID encourages speed, with drivers looking to get a ‘new high score’ from the electric 

read out. As an experiment, the SID has been up for two weeks outside the Ven with 

the display turned on and now it will have two weeks with it off to see if there is much 
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difference in average speed. 

 Neighborhood Plan: Cllr Carty reported that as well as the grant money having been 

received. The latest call for sites by SSDC probably means the whole process will have 

to be started again. It will be on the P&E Committee agenda for further debate. 

 S106 Projects: Cllr Tizzard reported that a meeting will take place with Rob Parr the 

S106 officer in the 19th of March to progress the projects.  

 Redcliffe: Meeting yet to take place with the SSDC Planning Officer, Cllr Sarah Dyke 

will facilitate the meeting. 

 Station Road 18/02859/OUT & 18/02409/OUT: Cllr Carty reported that SCC 

Highways team had reassessed the road width, but that this was unlikely to make any 

difference to the Council’s position.  

 SSDC Tree Giveaway: Cllr Lock reported that the Council had been successful in it bid 

for some free trees from SSDC Great Tree Giveaway. Members of the Climate and 

Nature Group had taken about 25 trees already, the rest had been planted in the 

community woodland.  

 

 

End of formal meeting 20:49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Signed: _______________________________________Date: ____________________ 


