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Full Council 
MILBORNE PORT PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Full Council meeting  
held in The Council Chamber, The Town Hall on:  

Tuesday 3rd December 2019 @ 7:00pm  
 

Present:  
Councillors; Mr Austin Fletcher (Chairman), Ms Lucy MacArthur, Mr Clive Laughton, Mr Ted Watts, 
Mr Tim Carty, Mr Philip Lock, Mrs Elaine Stewart, Ms Deborah Barsby, Mr Joshua Howes. 
 
In attendance:  
District Councillor; Sarah Dyke 
Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer; Simon Pritchard  
3 Members of the public.  
 
Public comment time: 

 Comment was made that it was hoped the Council is taking note at what was happing at the 
current environment talks in Madrid and what the local Milborne Port Climate and Nature 
(CAN) group was getting up to. 

 Springfield Recreation Ground – Problem with dog mess persist, would like to see the Parish 
Council provide dog bags. Have seen the tennis courts used as a dog excising area. Recall a 
by-law was being considered at one point but may have been dismissed as it takes so long 
to implement. Members noted that as the footpath no longer goes down the middle of the 
field there is no reason for dog owners to be walking across the middle of the playing fields. 
The Clerk reported that he has seen a dog bag dispenser at the rec, Members felt the 
Council should shoulder the cost of supplying bags, the Clerk agreed to order some.  

 Fly tipping was reported at the top of East Hill, sofa etc (NB: Should be reported to South 
Somerset District Council). 

 The low dip along Old Bowden Way has what looks like chemical mess (NB: Should be 
reported to the Environment Agency).     

 
Agenda  
Number: 

 
Agenda Item: 
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Apologies for Absence:   
Mr R. Douglas – Work Commitments. Mr T. Campbell. Mr R. Tizzard – Holiday. 
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Declarations of Interest: 
No declarations of interest. 
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Adoption of Minutes: 
 Tuesday 5th November 2019 

 
The Minutes of the 5th November were accepted as a true record of the meeting 
and duly adopted by the Council.  
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Agenda item 5 was taken before agenda item 4 
 

Reports from County Councillor William Wallace & District Councillor 
Sarah Dyke: 
South Somerset District Council (SSDC): Councillor Dyke; 

 SSDC has now adopted its new environment strategy. Q: Has SSDC got some tress 
they can give to the Parish? A: Yes, and SSDC are looking for an environment 
ambassador to co-ordinate tree planning ready for the spring. Can be a non-council 
member. 

 Q: what is happing about the extension to the Milborne Port conservation area? A: 
This has been signed off by herself and the Chairman of the SSDC Planning 
Committee and is now with the legal team to implement. 

 Q: Can we have an update on Gauntlet Cottage? should the police be asked of a 
written opinion as they don’t seem to regard the situation as being dangerous?  A: 
The planning appeal is with the Planning Inspector so cannot say anything more at 
this point. 
 

Somerset County Council (SCC): Councillor Wallace; 
Not at meeting, no report received.  
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Appointment of Vice-Chairman of the Council: 
Cllr Carty proposed himself for the role, this was seconded by Cllr Howes. There 
were no other nominations. It was therefore resolved to appoint Cllr Carty as the 
Council’s Vice-Chairman - 7 in Favour : 2 Abstentions  
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Parish Council Payments: 
The Payments schedule had been circulated to Members ahead of the meeting, was 
displayed on the noticeboard and was on the website.  
It was proposed by the Chairman to make the payments listed, seconded by Cllr 
Stewart and resolved unanimously. 
 

 
7 

 

Recommendations from Committees: 
 

A. The HR Committee – Staff Recruitment: 
That the Parish Council start the process of recruiting an Office Administration 
Assistant, on a 12 hour per week contract, on the LC1 (13-17) scale (around £12 
per hour). This person is to be recruited as soon as possible to assist the Clerk. 
 
This had been delayed from the November meeting to allow the HR Committee time to 
draw up a job description, this had been tabled for members at the start of the meeting.  
Cllr Stewart (Chairman of the HR Committee) talked to the recommendation saying that 
herself and Cllr Lock had spent quite some time looking at the role of the Clerk and how 
that would fit in with the role of an admin assistant.  
Cllr Carty questioned if the person had to be employed by the council or if they could be 
self-employed. Cllr Stewart felt that self-employment had many drawbacks and the set up 
that the Councils requires leads to the Council employing someone. The Clerk reported that 
it was unlikely a self-employed person would be able to deputize for him in his absent and 
so very little responsibility could be delegated in the case of the absence of the Clerk so it 
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wouldn’t buy the resilience the councils requires. Cllr Carty was concerned that it would be 
difficult to remove someone if they were employed and they had performance issues.  
 
Cllr Stewart proposed that the Parish Council start the process of recruiting an 
Office Administration Assistant, on a 12 hour per week contract, on the LC1 (13-
17) scale, person is to be recruited as soon as possible to assist the Clerk. 
Seconded by Cllr Lock and resolved – 8 in Favour : 1 Against/Abstention  
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Planning Applications: 
Two applications had been received in the last few days, these would be put onto the 
Planning Committee agenda for two weeks’ time.  
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New Committee Structure and Calendar of Meetings: 
It was proposed by Cllr Barsby to adopt the new committee structure and 
calendar of meetings as outlined in the Clerk’s report, seconded by Cllr Stewart 
and resolved - 8 in favour : 1 Against/Abstention 
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Committee Membership: 
It was agreed to appoint Cllr’s Stewart & MacArthur to the Management 
Committee. 
 
A question was raised about the current vacancy for a Councillor and what was happing. 
The Clerk reported that SSDC had been informed of the vacancy and that at this time the 
management of the process lay with them. If an election isn’t called then the process will 
become the Parish Council’s and at that point the Parish Council can plan, advertise and 
run a transparent co-option that would be cheaper than an election and maybe more 
effective. 
It was asked that if it was possible that the notice of a vacancy was put on the Parish 
Councils website as the council doesn’t want to be seen as hiding the fact that there is a 
vacancy.    
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Verbal Reports: 
A. Chairman’s report: 

 The Village Hall Committee is finding it difficult to find volunteers to keep it running. 
People are needed to take on the management roles. The Council should be aware. 
 
B. Clerk’s report: 

 The white lines are due to be painted onto the Springfield Road car park this coming 
Friday if it is dry. Many thanks to Cllr Campbell for pursuing this.  

 Pleased to report that all the Council’s VAT claims are now up to date. 
 The Cemetery has been twice as busy as in previous years; 7 graves sold in each of the 

last three years, 14 sold already this year. Quite surprised how much time it takes up, 
but last month along brought in an income of £2,500.  

 The works to upgrade the Town Hall electrics had been completed. This means the W.I 
don’t keep having the electricity tripping out on them.  

 Following a recommendation from the Local CAN group the Parish Council had now 
switched its elector suppler over to ‘Good Energy’ meaning that all the elector comes 
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from a sustainable resource and in fact the rate is cheaper that the Parish Council was 
paying before.   
 
C. Reports from outside organisations: 

 Neighborhood Plan: Cllr Carty reported that SSDC was about to be informed formally 
that the Parish Council / NPG wish to make a plan and that it will be for the whole of 
the Parish area. A further 80 consultations had been carried out over the last week.  
 
D. Member’s reports: 

 Community Hub: Cllrs Lock & Tizzard have had a meeting with stakeholders. Cllr Lock 
not sure that Community Hub is the right word for it as this term normally refers to 
something much grander.  

 Redcliffe: Cllr Carty reported; Had a response to the Planning Committees letter of 
questions. The Hub will just be a shell of a building. They agreed to the naming of 
roads, but not much else. Really disappointing response hope it not their final stance.  

 Cllr Carty reported; The Planning committee had held a meeting with Stuart & Parker 
and Linden Homes, with regards to land north of Golding’s Lane, before the last 
Planning Committee meeting. They are looking at the possibility of 60 homes. 

 A question was raised as to if the Parish Council had received a grant from SSDC to 
help towards the cost of a stairlift in the Town Hall. The Clerk responded that the Parish 
Council had not received any money towards the same and that the project couldn’t be 
completed as the fire regulations won’t allow for a stairlift with the starts being the 
dimensions they are. It should also be noted that providing a stairlift doesn’t make the 
council chamber accessible to everyone and that the Council she be looking for a 
different meeting place that is fully accessible in the long term.  
 

 

End of formal meeting 20:35 
 
 
 

 
 
Signed: _______________________________________Date: ____________________ 
 
 


